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OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT OF BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, CLASS 
OF NERVOUS DISEASES. 


Bv L. PUTZEL, M.D., Attending Physician. 

Gunshot wound of the ulnar , just above internal condyle, in a 
man aged 45. The nerve was evidently cut almost or entirely 
through. The wound healed up in three months. The healing 
was followed by contracture of little and ring fingers. When 
seen by Dr. Putzel eight months later, there were paralysis and 
atrophy of interossei and thenar muscles, with contracture still 
present. Considerable anaesthesia of the forearm and hand where 
supplied by the ulnar. A bulbous enlargement of the central cut 
end of the ulnar could be felt. It was tender at this point. The 
descending constant current caused no reaction, but improved 
the patient. 

Spinal hemorrhage from cerebral injury, with general paralysis. 
The patient, a man of middle age, was struck heavily on the top of 
the head. He fell down and was unconscious for a little while. 
When consciousness returned he was found to be entirely para¬ 
lyzed except in his facial and respiratory muscles. There was 
also a general anaesthesia of body and extrimities. Power re¬ 
turned to the muscles very rapidly. A few weeks later he could 
use his legs well, his arms were still paretic and numb. There 
was tenderness over the cervical spine. The patient presented 
the appearance of a case of mild cervical paraplegia. 

Three cases of spinal paralysis in the adult came under Dr. 
Putzel’s observation in the past few months. Death ensued, and 
microscopical examination showed in each case the typical 
lesions of anterior polio-myelitis. 
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CLINICAL NOTES. 


Nitrite of amyl in chorea has been used by Dr. Putzel with 
good results. It is fairly assumed that in chorea there is often 
defective nourishment of the brain. Occasional small amounts 
of amyl help furnish more blood to the brain tissue. 

Total paralysis of brachial plexus. A man, aged 45, was struck 
on the right shoulder by a bale weighing 450 lbs. It knocked 
him down and broke a rib. The right arm and shoulder were 
completely paralyzed, and swung helpless at his side. Some 
anaesthesia, numbness, and pain were present when examined a 
few days later. Electrical reactions were very poor, but there 
was a slight response to descending galvanic currents. In three 
weeks there was some improvement in electrical reactions, but 
no other especial change. Prognosis bad. An erythematous 
eruption appeared on the back of the shoulder. 

Obstetrical paralysis of deltoid and extensors. The baby was 
delivered with forceps. The right arm and forearm when first seen, 
two months after birth, could not be moved at all, though the 
fingers could be flexed. Electrical reactions were almost absent. 
Treatment with constant current was followed by return of mo¬ 
tion almost completely in three weeks. The child was a healthy 
one aside from its paralysis. 

Pruritus cured by jaborandi. The patient, a shop-girl, aged 21, 
had suffered from chronic urticaria, with the most troublesome 
pruritus, for two winters. She was a healthy girl except for occa¬ 
sional attacks of malaria. Suffered also from constipation. 

She would have occasional attacks of intense congestion of 
the face, often obliging her to lie down. At night the symptoms 
of urticaria were the worst. The legs and arms became very red, 
and wheals appeared. Patient suffered intensely from the itch¬ 
ing. 

The first winter she was treated with ordinary remedies with 
little success. Baths, laxatives, and carbolic ointment did the 
most good. The skin being noticeably dry and harsh, and patient 
saying that she rarely perspired, it was thought that deficient 
innervation of the sweat-glands might be the cause, in part, of 
the peripheral irritation. She was put upon ext. jaborandi fluid., 
m., v t. i. d., with almost immediate relief. Two months later 
she returned saying she had been free from urticaria and pru- 
ritis, but that when she left off the jaborandi it returned. She 
felt perfectly well. The dose given made the skin slightly moist, 
but caused no other symptom. 



